Miss Marti’s E-Z Guide

to Preparing 4-H Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks

Each member of our club is required to give a demonstration for each project unless you have been in a project for more than three years.

A demonstration shows your audience how to do something (prepare a food item, groom a dog).  The speaker brings props (food, their dog, etc.) and does the actions while speaking.  At the end of the demonstration, your audience should actually be able to do the thing you demonstrated.

An illustrated talk uses posters or phots to show what the speaker is doing.  You don’t usually prepare the food item or groom your dog while speaking, but you explain how and use the photos to show what you are doing.

The “formula” for 4-H demonstrations and illustrated talks is straightforward and easy.  Just fill in the blanks below, gather your materials, make a poster showing your title and one listing the main points of your presentation, and practice, practice, practice!

PARTS OF A DEMONSTRATION OR ILLUSTRATED TALK ARE IN CAPITAL LETTERS

· Main points are in bold face and indented

· Comments or advice are in italics
· What you need to fill in is underlined.
INTRODUCTION


Attention-getter



A way to get your audience’s attention.  For example, ask a question: “Have you ever needed to prepare a meal in less than one hour?”  You might also recite a clever poem or rhyme, do a short magic trick, anything that will gain the attention of your audience.

I will gain my audience’s attention by:_________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Greet your audience and introduce yourself



“Say Hi, or Hello, give your name, age, and where you go to school.  Tell how many years you’ve been in 4 –H and how many years you’ve been in the project you are going to talk about.”

My introduction:__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


State your objective



Tell’em what you’re going to say.

I am here to talk about:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I will cover these three/four main points:_______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Tell me why your subject is important



Why should your audience care about your topic?

You should care about this subject because:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

BODY/SUBJECT MATTER

Three or four main points and supporting information



Tell’em

My first point is:__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I will back up this point with:

Facts:___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Personal story or anecdotes:_________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

My second point is:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I will back up this point with:

Facts:___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Personal story or anecdotes:_________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

My third point is:_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I will back up this point with:

Facts:___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Personal story or anecdotes:_________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY/CONCLUSION

Re-state your main points and say how your audience might use your product or skill.



Tell ‘em what you told ‘em.

Today I have told (shown) you:______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Finally, I want the audience to take this action.

You might use this information to:____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Conclusion



End your demonstration and ask for questions.

This concludes my demonstration on__________________________________________

Are there any questions?


Be sure to re-state all questions, then give the answer.

The questions was:________________________________________________________

The answer is:____________________________________________________________

Remember:

Dress neatly and appropriately.  Wear your club T-shirt if you have one.  If you’re doing something messy, wear an apron.

Speak s-l-o-w-l-y and distinctly.  Don’t be afraid of a few seconds of silence, but if you’re cutting up vegetables for a cooking demonstration, know enough about your subject that you can “fill in” the time with extra information.

Posters can be hand-written, stenciled, or printed on the computer.  Make sure the lettering is large and clear enough for everyone to see!  Consider writing the main points in a bright color, such as red and supporting points in black.  Not more than three or four points per poster!

Make a separate poster with your title.  This can remain up throughout your presentation.  If you’re doing a cooking demonstration, list only ingredients on the poster, not directions.

Remember to repeat the questions people ask.  Sometimes the person asking the question can’t be heard by the audience.

And most important practice!  “Practicing in your head” doesn’t count!  Actually give your demonstration for a parent or brother or sister.  You’ll feel a lot more confident and have more fun if you do!

TIPS FOR SPEECH

1. 5-7 MINUTES LONG.

2. Use “props” for a demonstration speech:  posters, pictures, models etc.

3. Introduce yourself at the beginning.

4. Organization/order is important – are you sticking to the subject?

5. Be neatly dressed, look at your audience.

6. Speak clearly & loud enough.

7. SMILE

8. Use a summary/wrap-up, review key points

9. Give sources used for your speech.

10. Ask questions!!!!!!!

